INTRODUCTION
Ornithosis is a chlamydial t somewhat virus-like) disease occurring at times among birds of many species including pheasants, chickens, pigeons, turkeys, ducks, certain wading birds and even fuhnars. It is related to, and may be identical with, psittacosis which occurs in psitmcine birds. All avian species tested to date have been found to be susceptible to infection by experimental inoculation. There have been well.-marked epidemics associated with commercial enterprises such as breeding aviaries, t.ransport agencies, poultry and pheasant farms and poultry-processing plants. It has occurred also among bird hunters in Louisiana Age and sex of bird-banders. In view of these considerations it appears that much of our native wild avifauna, and particularl, y the vast passerine segment, cannot be regarded as an effective potential source of ornithosis infection among bird-banders. Granted that the number of specimens in the present survey w.as not. as great as might be desired, the range of bird species covered was large and many of the sera were obtained from some of our real "old-timers" in the banding game.
The one positive reaction was found in an individual with the least possible experience in bird-banding. It is implausible to ascribe his serology to such brief exposure in view of the remaining non-reactive sera, although the assumption cannot be disproved.
It remains possible that bird-banders may acquire ornithosis occasionally from wild birds. Even if this is the case, the results of this survey tend to emphasize that the hazard must be remark.ably small.
SUMMARY
A serological survey for ornithosis was conducted among thirty-five ornithologists, thirty-three of them bird-banders, from Connecticut, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Thirty-tour sera were negative. The single positive specimen came from a youth with minimal experience in bird-banding: he may easil.y have acquired his infection from a different source, although this could not be ascertained. It is concluded that most species among our native wild birds are not. a hazardous reservoir of ornithosis infection.
